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The 2nd and 3rd July will see the 
staging of the fourth Potsdamer Ska 
Festival at the Lindenpark in Potsdam, 
Germany. The festival features one of 
the strongest line ups yet seen at a ska 
festival. Day one features; Justin 
Hinds, Laurel Aitken, The Hotknives and 
The Frits, while appearing on day two 
are; Derrick Morgan, Rico Rodriguez, The 
Toasters, Yebo and Skatrek. Doors open 
at 6pm on each day. Weather permitting 
the festival wilt take place outdocrs. 
If the weather is poor the event will be 
held inside Lindenpark's 1200 capacity 
hall. Tickets for the festival are 
available from; Moskito Mailorder, 
KettlelerstraBe Ih D-4400 Munster, 
Germany . 


Dutch outfit Mr Review have completed 
the recording and mixing of their second 
album Lock, Stock & Barrel. The LP is 
due to be released in late autumn and 
will be preceded ty the release on CD of 
their debut album Walkin Down Brentford 
Road. Mr Review have a number of German 
shows lined up for August/Septemter, 
catch them live at; 14 Aug Koblenz, 28 
Aug Wupperta!, 24 Sept Jena and 25 Sept 
Hameln. 


Remaining in Holland Mark _  Foggo's 
Skasters have just reccrded a new live 
album and video, both of which will be 
released on Universe Records this 
summer. Foggo is also going to record a 
new studio album which will be promoted 
by an European tour in October. 


German ska/oi band Mad Monster Sound are 
set to release their second album in 
September. The release of the LP (vinyl 
& CD) will coincide with their 
appearance at the Hameln Ska Festival 
(near Hannover) on 25th September with 
Mr Review and The  Monroes. The 
festival's venue will be Sumpfblume in 
Hameln. 


Venezuelan ska outfit Desorden Publico 
have their own radio show for one hour 
twice a week (Wednesdays and Saturdays) 
called Radio Pirata on 92.9 FM in 
Caracas, Venezuela. The show is 
dedicated to ska, reggae, rocksteady, 
bluebeat and crossovers of these genres 
plus bootlegs and strange versions of 
original Caribbean music. Any bands 
looking for some radio airplay down 
Venezuela-way should send their material 
to; Ingrid Dreissig, Aptdo. 66820, 
Caracas 1061-A, Venezuela. 


Endlich die neue CD 
von Deutschlands 


The 16th, 17th and 18th July see The 
Robey staging a ska weekend. Bands 
allegedly lined up to Play include; The 
Selecter, International Beat, The 
Cosmics, Too Hot, Laurel Aitken, Judge 
Dread, Big 5, Maroon Town and 100 Men, 
although after the fiasco of the Robey 's 
last ska festival, your guess is as good 
as mine as to what bands will actually 
turn up. Those brave enough to order 
tickets can do so by contacting; The 
Robey, 240 Seven Sisters Road, London, 
N4 2HX. (Telephone 071 263 4581). 


Fs eeeniiemeniemataiesaielicheaammeieniatanemmiaeimtanendttiiceie ene ee 


June saw The Selecter out and about once 
more on a fourteen date UK tour. Since 
their re-appearance on the music scene 
they have been very much a live outfit, 
relying mostly on a greatest hits set to 
see them through their shows. However, 
Pauline Black has been hard at work with 
Nick Welsh and Martin Stewart writing 
and recording new Selecter material. A 
new studio album called A_ Live 
Injunction should be released around 
September time and some of the _ tracks 
featured should include; Whip Them Down, 
Trout, California Screaming, I Want 
Justice, Mother Knows Best and a_ remake 
of the classic track Madness featuring 
guest vocals from the one & only Prince 
Buster. 


Also hard at work on new studio material 
is Desmond Dekker, who is recording a 
cover versions album for Trojan Records. 
Various crossover styles are being used 
on the twelve classic ska _ tracks 
involved and even more interestingly 
session musicians being used for the 


project are Horace’ Panter, Lynval 
Golding, Roddy Radiation and Neville 
Staples (all formerly with The 


Specials). The album will probably be 
called Desmond Dekker Hits The Deck. 


Saturday 17th July sees The '93 Midwest 
Ska Festival taking place at The Metro, 
3730 N. Clark, Chicago. Bands lined up 
to play include; Gangster Fun, Skapone, 
Javadog, The Exceptions, Mustard Plug 
and The Pacers. Guest DJ for the 
festival is Chuck Wren (of Chicago's 
WNUR Ska Show radio programme). For full 
festival details contact; 4409% 
Greenview *2W, Chicago, IL 60640, USA. 


Three members of London outfit The 
Newmatics are currently moonlighting in 
a new Madness tribute band called One 
Step Behind. What was initially going to 
be just an one off show for the band 
generated a lot of interest and they 
have been gigging regularly of late 
around the London area. One Step Behind 
also appear in a TV advert for the 
recently released One Original Step 
Beyond Ska compilation on _ Castle 
Records. The Newmatics are currently 
busy themselves writing new material. 


Darlington outfit The Nutty Beat hope to 
release their debut single this month. 


The single is called Dancefloor Stomp 
and will be released on  Nutsound 
Records. Nutty Beat are also on the 


lookout for venues to play anywhere in 
the UK. For booking information or 
ordering details on the single contact; 
Dell, 6 Kennel Lane, Darlington, DL1l 
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Any bands looking for gigs in _ the 
Compton area of California should get in 
touch with The Blackpool. They are local 
promoters more into music than money who 
have been putting on shows for the 
likes of Mobtown, King Willy, Unsteady, 
Ye Olde English, Filibuster and Jump 
With Joey in Los Angeles. They are also 
currently putting together a scooter 
club and a zine called Los Angeles Rude 
Press. For details of all The Blackpool 
activities contact Rude Agent Rae at; 
2519 E. 132nd St., Compton, CA 90222, 
USA. 


Great news from France, the _ brilliant 
outfit Les Frelons recently reformed to 
play a tribute show to Skant (deceased 
singer of Verska Vis) along with 
Skarface and Mr Review. Hopefully Les 
Frelons will return on a more regular 
basis soon. Since Skant's sad death last 
year Verska Vis have decided to continue 
and have recorded a new demo, more news 
on this hopefully next issue. Finally 
from France, the Toulouse area _ has 
produced a new ska/reggae outfit called 
LU TA EL, whose demo is gaining rave 
reviews from French ska fans. 


June saw London indie/ska/popsters Back 
To The Planet on the road to promote 
the release of their new single Please 
Dont Fight on Parallel Records. For an 
update on Back To The Planet 
information, gig lists and a copy of 
their fanzine, send an SAE to; Back To 
The. Planet. PO “Box 106- London, SEl 
36TQ. 


Also out on the road in Europe during 
May and June were Boston's mad monsters 
of plaid The Mighty Mighty Bosstones. 
The tour ended with a storming show at 
The Marquee in London on 3rd June. The 
Bosstones' third studio album, Dont Know 
How To Party, is available now on 
Mercury Records. 


BACK TO THE 


PLANET 


NEW SINGLE OUT NEXT WEEK Available on CD, 12° and Long Play Cassette. 


PLEASE DON’T 


FIGHT 


For ito gig tists and fanzines send anS AE to- BACK TO THE PLANET PO Box 106 London SE1 3610 


Yet another band making a flying visit 
to Britain for a couple of shows 
recently was Fishbone. They played dates 
in Nottingham and London to promote the 
release of their new album Give A Monkey 
A Brain And He'll Swear He's The Centre 
Of The Universe on Columbia Records. All 
this however without guitarist Kendall 
Jones who, according to rumours sweeping 
Los Angeles, has quit Fishbone to join a 
religious cult. After the UK dates 
Fishbone flew back to the States to 
headline the Lollapalooza tour. 


Fans of Birmingham's International Beat 
will be pleased to learn that rising 
from the ashes of this now defunct 
outfit is a new band called The Upbeat . 
The Up Beat's line up features Tony 
Beet, Everett Moreton and Saxa plus some 
new recruits. The band are currently 
hard at work rehersing their live set 
and hope to be out and about gigging 
later this summer. 


London based band The Cosmics have been 
experiencing a number’ of line up 
difficulties over the last few months. 
As a result their English gigs of late 
have been few and far between and plans 
to release a new 12" single have been 
put off until a settled line up has been 
sorted out. 


Kent's finest export, Intensified have 
released their long-awaited debut 7" 
Single, Marguerita/These Feelings. The 
two track release was recorded and 
produced at Courtfield Studio in Ashford 
back in August of last year. For 
ordering details contact Steve 
Harrington, 82 Church Road, Folkestone, 
Kent, CT20 3EN. But dont hang about with 
your order as 350 of the 1000 copies 
pressed have already been sold in the 
first week of release. 


The latest in a long line of top notch 
German ska outfits to come to our 
attention are Banana Peel Slippers. They 
are a nine piece band who hail from 
Cologne and they have recently released 
a debut 7" EP on Clifford Records. The 
EP features four tracks; Fairground, 
Banana Man, King Arthur and Hop Singh. 


Despite being ripped off by a number of 
cowboy distribution companies over the 
last few years, (who have either gone 
out of business or simply dont pay 
debts), New York's Moon Records continue 
to stride onwards and upwards. June saw 
a whole cluster of releases from Moon 
including; Hepcat's long awaited debut 
album Out Of Nowhere, a compilation 
album from Dance Hall Crashers, Ruder 
Than You's debut Big Step album and 
reissue of The Toasters' first LP 
Skaboom. The Toasters' release features 
19 songs, including the four tracks 
released as their Recriminations EP way 
back in 1985. 


Moon have been engaged by Shanachie 
Records to market the upcoming album 
release from the legendary Skatalites. 
The album will probably be called Ska 
Voovee and will feature twelve brand new 
songs from the band that invented ska 
music. 
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News on other Moon bands - Lets Go 
Bowling have reorganized and will be 
hitting the road again soon with a new 
line-up. Their trombonist Dave was 
recently on tour with Bad Manners, while 
Dean has been blowing his trumpet with 
Dance Hall Crashers. The Skunks are in 
the studio working on their new full 
length album which should be released 
later this summer and The Scofflaws are 
busy planning an autumn tour of Europe. 


The Toasters recently returned from 
playing shows in Venezuela with Desorden 
Publico. The tour was a great success 
with the highlight being an outdoor show 
in Caracas that drew over 2000 people. 
May and June saw The Toasters touring 


the States, while June 28 through to 
July 11 sees them gigging in Germany. 
Then it is back to the States for more 
domestic shows that include; 15 July 
Atlantis, 16 July Wilmington, 17 July 
Virginia Beach, 21 July Montreal, 23 
July Toronto and 24 July Buffalo. Check 
locally for venue details and _ show 
times. The Toasters also hope to visit 
Brazil and the Dominican Republic later 
this year. 


Other US tour news - The Skalapalooza 
tour should be visiting most major US 
cities this summer. Bands likely to be 
involved include; Special Beat, The 
Skatalites, Des Dekker and The Toasters. 
More details hopefully next issue. A big 
New York Ska Festival is planned for mid 
August and will feature; ‘The Toasters, 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones, Desorden 
Publico and Mephiskapheles, with emcee 
duties possibly being handled by Rankin 
Roger. Finally October should see ‘The 
Busters touring the US West Coast. 


Finally on the subject of Moon’ Records, 
our congratulations go out to _ their 
public relations guy, Steve Shafer, who 
was married to his longtime girlfriend 
on May 15th. Further information on 
Moon releases, gigs and merchandise can 
be obtained by writing to; Moon Records, 
PO Box 1412, Cooper Station, New York, 
NY 10276, USA. 


London outfit Big 5 hope to release 
their debut single, Universe, sometime 
in July. Their debut album, Popskatic, 
is scheduled for release in September. 
The band are also busy planning a major 
OK-—tour for November and may be 
providing backing for Prince Buster if 
his proposed visit to London for a few 
shows goes ahead this summer. 


News from Marseille in France of a _ new 
rubadub/ska/rocksteady outfit. They are 
called Hypnotic Sounds and feature in 
their line-up a horn player from Beurk's 
Band (Paris ska outfit of a few years 
ago). Hypnotic Sounds also lave their 
own sound system and cut dub plates for 
several other Mediterranean sound 
systems. 


The Pietasters are a nine piece outfit 
from Washington D.C. They have been busy 
knocking out their very own unique brand 
of music foc the last three years around 
the college, club and alternative scene 
of the States' mid-atlantic region. 


PIESTOMP 


SINGLE DESIGN 


The Pietasters' live act is fronted by 
two singers in the shape of Stephen 
Jackson and Talmage Bayer, supported by 
a three piece brass’ section - Carlos 
Linares (trumpet), Eric Raecke (tenor 
sax) and Bruce Curling (alto sax). The 
band's line up is completed by; Ben 
Gauslin (drums), Chris Watt (bass), 
Caroline Boutwell (farfisa organ) and 
Pat Kelley (guitar). 


The Pietasters' sound is a mixture of 
traditional ska, garage, pop and punk 
styles and they have already gained 
solid experience in the live arena 
supporting the likes of The Toasters, 
The Skatalites, Bim Skala Bim and Bad 
Manners. 


June saw The Pietasters embark on their 
first North American tour, which will be 
keeping them occupied until the 
beginning of August, appearing with the 
likes of; The Toasters, Eek-A-Mouse, Boy 
O Boy, Skankin Pickle and The Skunks 
along the way. 


To date The Pietasters have released two 
studio recorded products, a twelve track 
cassette called All You Can Eat and a 7" 
EP single called The Ska-rumptious 7 
Inch. Both the single and the cassette 
were released in 1992 on the band's own 
label, Slug Tone Records. Later this 
month Slug Tone hope to release The 
Pietasters' debut CD and the label is 
also shopping around for Washington 
bands to appear on a _ compilation CD 
later this year. For details of all Slug 
Tone releases and merchandise and up to 
date Pietasters' information contact; 
Slug Tone Records, 3323 Wessynton Way, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22309, USA. 


PIETASTER 


WASHINGTON DC DESIGN 
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The Gangsters' story began late 1991 in 
the depths of Kilbarrick, North Dublin 
when three bored desperados, Coco 
(vocals), Derek (bass) and Ray (guitar), 
decided to fight the monotony of the 
dole queue by setting up a band thus 


enabling them . to express their 


enthusiasm and passion for the most 
positive form of music of them all 
- ska! 


GaNGsTERS 


Gradually friends were drafted Lis 
including Phil (keyboards) and Anto 
(drums), to fill the gaps and rehersals 
started in Coco's garden shed! One or 
two line up changes later they were 
ready for their first gig which took 
place at The Attic in Dublin's city 
centre, where a rather enthusiastic and 
responsive audience almost stomped their 
way through the ceiling! 


Improvement continued with every 
performance and a new dimension was 
added to The Gangsters' sound during the 
next summer with the recruitment of Mark 
(trumpet) and sax duo, Ronan and Terry. 
Quite a lot has been achieved since then 
- they have played most of Dublin's 
leading venues, appeared with the likes 
of The Selecter and Bad Manners and had 
a couple of stints on Irish national 
radio and TV. 


As you'll know doubt gather from The 
Gangsters' name, The Specials and of 
course fellow 2-toners Madness and The 
Beat were their early influences. 
Naturally enough with the introduction 
of new members, who had their individual 
likes and dislikes, more influences were 
brought into the band ranging from 
original ska to reggae, jazz and_ rock. 


Like every other band The Gangsters have 
had their ups and downs but they have 
had a couple of good breaks so far so 
they have no complaints! The Pat Kenny 
Show on Irish RTE Radio 1] were focusing 
on the problems of unemployment in an 
area of Dublin where most of the band 
are actually from. They were searching 
for some local talent to supply some 
musical entertainment and to discuss the 
problems young people generally have in 
these surroundings and luckily enough 
for the band they came across The 
Gangsters. The slot on the radio led in 
turn to an appearance on Pat Kenny's 
Saturday night TV show, which is The 
Gangsters' claim to fame so .u.. 


Gigwise The Gangsters would have liked 
to have covered a_ bit more ground at 
this stage although they have begun to 
venture outside Dublin regularly for 
gigs which they hope is a sign of things 
to come from now on. 


Looking to the future, The Gangsters 
hope to release a four track demo tape 
sometime in July. They have also 
recorded a version of Can U Feel It 
which should be included on an upcoming 
7" EP from Skinhead Times. The Gangsters 
feel there is definately an opening in 
Ireland for a ska band to make a 
worthwhile impact of the country's music 
scene, hopefully they will be the band 
to do it! For more information on The 
Gangsters contact; 1 Clonard Road, 


Sandyford Road, Dublin 16, lreland. 


DESORDEN PUBLICO 


today's ska outfits 
regularly attract in excess of one 
thousand punters to their live 
performances? Very few names spring to 
mind, even the likes of Special Beat, 
The Selecter, The Nutty Boys and Bad 
Manners would struggle to draw crowds of 
that proportion. Well Venezuela's 
leading ska outfit Desorden Publico pull 
crowds of between 1500 and 2000 people 
several times a month to their shows in 
Caracas. Not only that, they are 
currently on the books of Sony Venezuela 
and their two albums to date have sold 
over 55,000 copies in Venezuela alone! 
With these points in mind, if you have 
yet to hear of Desorden Publico, it is 
time you did! 


How many of 


The band Desorden Publico was formed as 
an eight piece outfit in March 1985. 
Their name in English means Public 
Disorder and was chosen to reflect the 
chaos and disorganization of the band's 
home city of Caracas in Venezuela. 
Desorden Publico's sound is perhaps best 
described as latin-ska-crossover. 


Basically they are a ska band who mix in 
diverse musical influences such as funk, 
soul, reggae, pop, salsa and even 
elements of Venezuelan folklore (drums, 
maracas and lots of latin percussion). 
Their influences are too numerous to 
list but range from The Specials, 
Madness and The Beat to Marvin Gaye, De 
La Soul and Prince, from UB40 and Steel 
Pulse to The Beatles, Paul Weller and 
Miles Davis. 


The band write their own music and 
lyrics. Most of the lyrics are written 
by Horacio Blanco, the lead singer and 
guitarist of Desorden Publico. Most of 
the band's music. is put together 
collectively - if someone comes up with 
a new idea, the band develop the song 
together . 


Their sound is based on radical lytics;, 
ska and a _ new strong and upbeat image 
tinted with the typical Venezuelan black 
humour. Satire is for them a way of 
protesting without the accustomed 
aggressiveness, funny protest that 


combines sarcasm and irony to. describe 
the moral and political reality of their 
country that is decomposing further 
everyday. 


Desorden Publico's first gig took place 
in late 1985 at Junkolandia, a country 
club located on the outskirts. -of 
Caracas. The venue is well known in 
Venezuela for giving many of the 
country's most important punk, hardcore, 
new wave, post punk and reggae outfits 
their first opportunities to play live. 
Venezuela is a country without a rock 
music tradition - for a band to play 
regularly even twice a = month is 
therefore a very big step, a "heroic 
deed" no less! 


As word spread of Desorden Publico they 
were able to play at larger venues and 
on a more regular basis and therefore 
today they are seen as one of the two 
most important bands in the whole of 
Venezuela, and the "fathers of ska" in 
their country. 


The major music venues in Venezuela are 
all located in Caracas. These range from 
small bars and theatres up to big venues 
that hold up to 16,000 people. As 
mentioned earlier, Desorden  Publico 
usually play to between 1500 and 2000 
people in Caracas, several times a 
month. There are fewer venues in 
Venezuela's other cities, but there are 
good places to play in; Valencia, 
Maracay, Margarita, Maracaibo, Puerto 
Ordaz and San Cristobal, provided you 
have good promotion, cheap tickets and 
offer at least two or three attractive 
bands for each show. 


Outside Venezuela, Desorden Publico have 
played in the Dominican Republic and in 
November 1992 they appeared alonyside 
The Scofflaws, Mephiskapheles and Ruder 
Than You at a Ska Bash in New York. The 
band also has a _ long’ experience 
representing Venezuela at international 
rock, latin-american and jazz festivals 
in Caracas. February saw them support 
the B52s in Caracas, while in April they 
played two shows with The Toasters, 
again in Caracas. 


The Venezuelan ska scene has grown 
steadily during the time that Desorden 


Publico have been together. When 
Desorden Publico formed they offered a 
new previously unheard musical 
possibility for the young audience in 
Venezuela. Today there are a number of 
new ska bands appearing in Venezuela, 
they include; Las Palmeras Kanibales, 
Sin Sospechas, Tubo De Skape and Las 
Corbatas Mal Educadas. 


After building up a large following in 
cities across Venezuela through their 
live shows and bootleg recordings and 
after appearing in the national press 
and on national TV and radio, Desorden 
Publico released their self-titled debut 
album on CBS (now Sony Music) Records in 
1988. The album sold an_ incredible 
43,000 copies in Venezuela alone and was 
also released in Spain and Argentina. A 
second album called En Descomposicion 
followed in 1990 and sold over 12,000 
copies. 


Looking to the future Desorden Publico 
are currently working on their third 
album which will probably see release 
again on Sony, although the band are 
also looking at contract offers from 
several other major labels. Tourwise, 
during the course of 1993, Desorden 
Publico plan to visit Columbia, the 
Caribbean, Puerto Rico and the United 
States. The US tour will probably 
involve dates with The Toasters and The 
Busters. 


DESORDEN PUBLICO 
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The band are also looking into the 
possibility of releasing their albums in 
the States and Germany. For further 
information on Desorden Publico and 
ordering details of their albums and 
merchandise contact; Ingrid Dreissig, 
Aptdo. 66820, Caracas 1061-A, Venezuela. 


Ruder Than You were formed by four 
friends at State College in Pennsylvania 
in 1989: The band relocated to 
Philadelphia in 1990 and after a few 
changes settled on their current line up 
of; David Schneck lead vocals, trombone 
and rhythm guitar, Doug Dubrosky 


saxophone and vocals, Greg Fain lead 
guitar, Don Pancoe bass and John Woodman 


drums. 


RUDER THAN YOU 
PO BON 31202, PHILA PA 10147 


The’ band ‘describe their output as a 
cacophonous groove built on solid rock, 
ska, hip-hop, dancehall and dub reggae. 
Ska forms the backbone of Ruder Than 
You's sound, its a music they have 
enjoyed since their high school days and 
a style that they love because its high 
energy positive vibe makes people move. 


Ruder Than You's influences are very 
wide ranging as various band members 
have differing musical tastes. 
Collectively however they list their 
biggest influences as being; Fishbone, 
Bob Marley, 2 tone and early ska - 
especially The Skatalites. 


Lead vocalist David Schneck handles 
lyric writing duties in the band while 
the music is a collaborated affair. 
Someone comes up with an idea and the 
rest of the band work together to 
develop it into a Ruder Than You song. 
The band write a lot of songs about 
women, “a song for every girlfriend" and 
also a few numbers about the greedy 
politics of eighties America. Just 
lately they have been writing about the 
positive vibe they get from playing 
music. 


When Ruder Than You first began playing 
live in local bars they only had about 
nine songs and were often expected to 
play three sets during the evening. As a 
result most of their songs ended up 
being played as long extended jamming 
sessions with members of the audience 
often being invited up on stage to bang 
on various percussion instruments. 


Ruder Than You consider themselves first 
and foremost a live outfit and get a lot 
of inspiration from just getting crazy 
on stage. Their high energy fun-loving 
shows have seen them establish a_ strong 
and loyal following in Philadelphia. 
Recent appearances by the band _ have 
included the sell-out Skallapolooza 
festival with The Skatalites, Bad 
Manners and Toasters in New York, and 
other shows with The Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones, Yellowman and Spin Doctors. 


The ska scene in Philadelphia is pretty 
small. Besides Ruder Than You there are 
only two other bands, Public Service 
(who play a hybrid of ska, hip-hop and 
spacy rap) and Banana Posse (a new up 
and coming outfit). 


The development and expansion of the 
Philadelphia ska scene’ has been 
restricted by the "over 21 only" policy 
of the area's bars because although 
there are a lot of youngsters into ska 
music, they are unable to see any live 
shows. Ruder Than You attract a real 
mixture of people to their local gigs, 
from college kids to yuppies, friends 
and anyone else they can drag in off the 
street. There are not many skinheads or 
rude boys in Philadelphia but when the 


band play out of town in DC or New York 
they attract much more of a ska scene 
type crowd, particularly when they team 
up with the local ska bands like The 
Skunks, Bigger Thomas, The Scofflaws and 
Mephiskapheles. 


Ruder Than You's debut album, Big Step, 
was recorded between December 1991 and 
spring 1992 at the Third Story Recording 
Studio in Philadelphia. The ten track 
release featured nine original 
compositions and a re-working of Delroy 
Wilson's I Want Justice. The LP was 
produced by John Wicks and was. the 
band's first real studio release 


although they had previously put out a 6 
track demo tape called Take This. 
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The Big Step album is being distributed 
nationally through Moon Records and 
Relativity Entertainment Distributors 
(RED) and has received radio airplay on 
college and commercial stations across 
the States. Ruder Than You are currently 
working on European, UK and Scandinavian 
distribution for Big Step and are also 
one of four American bands set to appear 
on the internationally distributed 
British ska compilation The Shack 
scheduled for release later this summer. 
The band are also busy writing new 
material for their second album. 


The band are currently tied to day jobs 
and so try to fit in out of town shows 
at weekends. They realise that it is 
virtually impossible to gain coast to 
coast appeal unless they are on the road 
constantly so sometime next year they 
hope to make the move from their day 
jobs to playing full time with the band. 


Their long-term tour goals are to get 
out to places like California, Chicago 
and Canada on a regular basis. Bands 
like The Toasters and Bim Skala Bim 
have, through regular touring, become 
extremely popular amongst all types of 
people nationwide and Ruder Than You are 
keen to emulate these achievements. For 
more information on Ruder Than You 
contact; Foo-Foo Records, PO Box 31202, 
Philadelphia, PA 19147, USA, 
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Steady Earnest were formed in July 1992 
by Dan Vitale (vocalist for Bim Skala 
Bim) for the soul purpose of combining 
all the fun and inspiring aspects of 
ska, soul, reggae and punk. The band 
took their name from the classic Prince 
Buster track Take It Easy. 


Besides Dan on lead vocals the Steady 
Earnest line-up is completed by; Jack 
Sherman bass and vocals, Mike Hartford 
drums, <\eve Barnes guitar and vocals, 
Arthur Cohen guitar, Patrick Faucher 
trumpet and flugle horn, Darrell Morrow 
sax and vocals, Jeffrey Eckman drums and 
percussion and Kevin Golden sound 
engineer. Steady Earnest's is in fact a 
bit of an all-star line-up as it boasts 
members of some of Boston's best ska, 
pop and punk outfits (Bim, The Prophets, 
Ska'd For Life, Dig This, Skam, The 
Allstonians, Oddly Enough, Maelstrom and 
The Hi-Hats). 


Steady Earnest's sound is a blend of 
hyper ska, upbeat reggae and soulful 
rocksteady - a highly danceable, melodic 
mix of crafty originals and reinvented 
cover songs by artists like: Prince 
Buster, Arthur Crudup, Des Dekker, Peter 
Tosh and Professor Longhair. 


STEADY EARNEST 
21 COMMONWEALTH TERRACE 
ALLSTON, MA 02146 


MANAGEMENT: 617.734.5235 


BookinG: Pretty Polly Productions 
617.266.0790 


Steady Earnest have been very well 
received in the live arena opening for 
the likes of The Mighty Mighty Bosstones 
and The Toasters, and are currently 
headlining on a busy schedule all around 
the US Northeast. 


Steady Earnest's debut six track EP was 
released in May and has been receiving 
rave reviews from DJs throughout the US 
and terrific radio response from over 30 
radio stations in 15 states. The band 
have two tracks on upcoming’ ska 
compilation albums - Mash It Up 93 (a 
collection of Boston ska) and Rude 
Vibrations (released by yours truly at 
Rude zine). 


Future Steady Earnest plans involve a 
fourteen track CD release in September 
and a national tour to promote this 
release in October. For further 
information contact; Steady Earnest, 21 
Commonwealth Terrace, Allston, MA 02146, 
USA. 
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One were formed back in September 1989 
and their eight strong line up hails 
from Windsor, Ontario. Their sound fuses 
rock, soul, R&B and funk over a_ reggae 
ska pulse. The band refer to this blend 
of styles as "One music". 


Lead singer Chris Taylor's introduction 
to Jamaican music unusually came from 
rock records. He first heard reggae on 
the Rolling Stones’ Exile On Main Street 
and later, after listening to The Clash 
and such reggae-rock singles as Eric 
Clapton's I Shot The Sheriff and 
Blondie's Tide Is High, he got hooked on 
the beat. However it didnt take long for 
him to find the source of all this stuff 
- great singers like Toots Hibbert or 
the incredible harmonies of vocal trios 
like the Mighty Diamonds and the 
Heptones. And of course the king himself 


Bob Marley. 
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One step ahead 


Getting back to One, besides Chris the 
line up is completed by; Michael 
Costantino bass, Robbie Dee rhythm 
guitar, Tim Foy drums, Dave Hodge 
trombone & percussion, Tim Lane keyboard 
and sax, Rohan Staton lead guitar and 
Matt Watkins trumpet. 


One are very much a_ live-orientated 
outfit, in the words of Chris Taylor, 
"It's important to see us live to really 
understand what the band is about. We're 
sort of party hosts. We feel like it's 
up to us to show everyone a good time". 
Indeed touring heavily across Canada, 
Eastern United States and even the West 
Indies, One have earned the title of one 
of the hardest working bands in Canada. 
During the course of February, March and 
April alone, One played a total of 
thirty-eight live shows. 


One's debut CD, A Matter Of Truth, was 
released in November 1992. It features 
twelve tracks and was recorded and 
produced at Eddy Grant's Blue Wave 
Studios in Barbados and Arnyard and 
Reaction Studios in Toronto. The CD 
reached the top five of the Canadian 
national indie charts and has seen One 
being added to the playlists of 
Toronto's CFNY and Windsor's CIMX radio 
stations. 


It's not easy or fair to place One's 
sound into a particular category - it's 
quite unique which translates to a 
marketing nightmare in the record 
business. Indeed to date One's music has 
proved too reggae for the record 
companies. However the band are hardly 
moping around in no-man's land waiting 
for the big break. Their philosophy is 
simple - while the record companies 
remain skeptical they will continue to 
get out there and tour like crazy. As 
Chris Taylor puts it, "I dont think any 
other band is doing what we are doing. 
If people buy our records and listen to 
our music for themselves i'm sure 
they'll like it". For more information 
on One write to; GAT Productions, 331 
Dundas Street East, Third Floor, 
Toronto, Ontario, M5A 2A2, Canada. 


CONFESSIONS OF AN OPTIMIST 


tim wells doos the doo with betty boo 


I'm a cynic. I see the bad in everything 
and i think that's good. Let's face it - 
dirt is natural, domestos isn't. But my 
friend said that i'm an optimist. Coming 
from someone who always tells me i'm too 
negative, it was a surprise. "How come?" 


i asked her. "You never heed your own 
pessimism" she told me. "You always make 
the samc mistakes." It sounds _ fair 


enough to me. So there you have it. 


I haven't been out too much. I've been 
doing lots of drinking, writing and even 
a few readings. So if you happen to meet 
some pisshead who calls himself the 
Grandson Of Sam and reads shit about 
drinking, barmaids and Vic Dakin - buy 
me a drink! 


I saw a good band last night though 
called Your Mum. They've got Simon Wells 
(good name that) on drums’ who was a 
member of top band Snuff. They play 
kicking punko stuff and have a good 
keyboard sound, kind of like The Faces 
on Nods As Good As A Wink. They do a 
blistering version of Liquidator - well 
worth seeing if you get the chance. 


There could be hope for me yet. As_ i'm 
an optimist i'm going to write to Betty 
Boo and Cynthia Rothrock and ask _ them 
out for chicken in a basket and a good 
bottle of wine up west. Who knows, it 
could happen yet! 


soma 2 1N ES ome 


This issue's fanzine round up kicks off 
on Spanish territory with Barcelona 
based zine FBI. This Spanish language 
publication has always oozed class and 
issue 15 is well up to past glories in 
the content and layout stakes. Included 
are features on; The Bodysna'chers, 
Potato, Hepcat, Durango 95, the Wailers 
Band and Mexican ska, plus a worldwide 
news round up and extensive record 
review section. As ever an_ essential 
read. Contact; Marc T, Ap. Co. 19170, 
08080 Barcelona, Spain. 


Fast emerging as one of the better reads 
on the continent at present is the 
German language ska and soul zine Small 
Wonder. As well as_ interesting news, 
reviews and gig guide sections, inside 
issue 3 you'll find stuff on; Special 
Beat, Messer Banzani, The “Frits, 
Rudeness Empire, Ska Trek, Flat Fred, 
Durango 95, The Bakesys and The 
Selecter. All in all a great value for 
money compact publication. Contact; Jan 
Kroll, Schulstr. 38, 45549 Sprockhovel, 
Germany. 


Germany's most regular zine these days 
is without doubt SOS Bote. Issue 14 is 
jam-packed with information on the ska 
and oi scenes and if you happen to speak 
German then this little zine is an 
essential guide to who's who and what's 
what. SOS Bote also run an extensive 
mail order service. Contact; Scheffold, 
Postfach 2211, 7990 Friedrichshafen, 
Germany . 


Over the last few years Kent zine 
Tighten Up has built up an excellent 
reputation for its dedicated and down to 
earth approach to the skinhead scene. 
Now up to issue 1l, Toast, Sue and Udo 
serve up yet another informative, 
interesting and in-your-face read. Big 
Shot and Mothers Pride get the interview 
treatment this time round and as_ ever 
the news and review sections are 
detailed and lengthy. There is also a 
piece on the Canadian scene and part ? 
Of. a> -Pérk Pie Records interview. 
Contact; 1 Shah Place, Ramsgate, Kent 
Crit 70D; 


Churning out editions regular as 
clockwork is the excellent French 
language zine Rythm'n'news. Since the 
last issue of Rude i've in fact received 
two installments of this zine! 
Rythm'n'news covers the whole spectrum 
of Jamaican music, not just ska. Issue 6 
has features on; Reggie Stepper, King 
Dragon Records and Gangster Fun, while 
issue 7 includes stuff on; Assassin, 
Half Pint and Admiral Tibbett. Contact; 
Jam 1, BP 34 - 93301 Aubervilliers 
Cedex, France. 


Surely the longest running skazine in 
the world (unless of course you know 
different) is the brilliant trench 
language publication The Nutcase. Lord 
Pascal has been putting out this unique 
zine since 1984 (!) and the reason for 
his continued success is the iqueness 
of his product. Hand-written rather than 
typed, issue 66(!) features pieces on; 
Magic Records, US ska, Skaferlatine, LU 
TA EL, Bob Marley and Doctor Spack & The 
Galaxy Rudies. Contact; BP 49, 44330 
Vallet, France. 


More of a newsletter than a fanzine, but 
essential reading nonetheless, is New 
Modernist Express. Issue 7 keeps you up 
to date with all thats happening on the 
UK mod scene with detailed news and gig 
guide sections plus smallish articles on 
Paul Weller and the Frug Club. Issue 8 
also has a= feature on Weller plus all 
the latest ska, soul and club news. Pick 
them up now from; 115A The High Street, 
Cherry Hinton, Cambridge, CBl 4LU. 


Moving across to Swedish territory, 
issue 3 of A Message To You is out now. 
More of a newsheet than a zine, inside 
you'll find news, record reviews, a 
contact address list and a small article 
on Special Beat. Contact; Stefan Widell, 
Kvistvagen 9, 136 68 Haninge, Sweden. 


Last but not least we have news of two 
mail order services which may be of use 
to all you vinyl junkies out’ there. 
Sounds And Pressure deal in reggae, ska 
and rocksteady, for their latest list 
contact; 77 Cecilia Road, sausgate, 
Kent, Ci 7DZ. Pirate Records 
specialize in original Jamaican 7" 
Singles, for their new list write to; 
Penrhos, Caeathro, Caernarven, North 
Wales, LL55 2TA. 


=MUSIC = 


Marguerita/These Feelings 

Intensified 

Swing Easy Records 

For a couple of years now Intensified 
have probably been the UK's finest 
exponents of authentic style ska and 
rocksteady but due largely to the fact 
that this is their first release, they 
have up to now also remained one of our 
best kept secrets. Hopefully this 7" 
single will bring them the recognition 
they so richly deserve. Mellow with a 
capital M, both tracks’ on offer ooze 
class and confidence in all departments. 
Do yourself a favour and sample 
Intensified's rich flavour. Contact; 82 
Church Road, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 3EN. 


Banana Peel Slippers 

Banana Peel Slippers 

Clifford Records 

Yet another impressive debut release 
from yet another German ska outfit. Four 
solid tracks make up this 7" EP and if 
German ska circa early Busters and Skaos 
is your cup of tea _ then you'll love 
Banana Peel Slippers. Worthy of 
particular note are Fairground and 
Banana Man where powerful brass combined 
with highly danceable uptempo nineties 
ska and strong vocals make for 
compelling listening. Contact; Andreas 
Schulte, Bobstr. 2, 50676 Koln, Germany. 


A Matter Ut Truth 

One 

One Drop Records 

Wonder fully smooth reggae rhythms 
dominate this twelve track release from 
Canadian outfit One. Songs like Sixteen, 
Shake That Thing and Time For A Change 
possess a bright and breezy summer 
Singalong feel and must go down a_ treat 
in the live arena. Reggae is not the 
only weapon in One's armoury however, as 
the funky groove of Right Place Wrong 
Time and Nothin From Nothin and the 
superb bouncy ska of Magdelin amply 
prove. Most definately party music’ for 
party people. Contact; GAT Productions, 
331 Dundas Street East, Third Floor, 
Toronto, Ontario, M5A 2A2, Canada. 


Don't Know How To Party 

The Mighty Mighty Bosstones 

Mercury Records 

Crank up the volume and rattle the 
ornaments off your  mantlepiece - The 
Bosstones are back in town! Twelve 
thunderous tracks make up this their 
third and best album to date. Once 
again the band successfully merge 
uptempo brass-driven ska and_ hard 
hitting metal to mind-blowing effect, 
with at least three tracks here 
screaming to be released as_ singles 
(Last Dead Mouse, Dont Know How To Party 
and Almost Anything Goes). Yet another 
solid Sstep= — from-.“cul't= “status to 
mainstream success! Contact; PO Box 737, 
Cambridge, MA 02139, USA. 


Steady Earnest 

Steady Earnest 

Freejackpot Music 

Excellent debut six track EP from 
Boston's all star ska band Steady 
Earnest. With Bim Skala Bim's Dan Vitale 
on vocal duty here, its easy to draw 
similarities between the bands, 
particularly on thé superbly mellow 
tracks Singular I and Way Too Long. 
Elsewhere, with tracks like Out Of Line 
and Utter East, Steady Earnest kick up a 
foot-stompingly catchy uptempo — ska 
fueled sound all of their own and_ show 
themselves to be the finest US outfit to 
emerge this year. Contact; 1 Cedar St. 
*1, Sommerville, MA 02143, USA. 


Bigger Hats, More Fire!!! 

The Pacers 

Pacers Music 

Six energy-packed tracks of lively, 
roller coaster uptempo ska make The 
Pacers’ debut tape pick of this month's 
releases. A combination of thought ful, 
well-delivered vocals and the sheer 
catchiness of The Pacers' music have 
ensured that this tape has been stuck in 
my stereo ever since i got it. Try 
keeping your feet still to the murderous 
high speed onslaught of Out Of Time and 
What I Want or the thought -provoking 
reggae/ska of Strokes Of Reality. 
Brilliant stuff - originality, energy, 
catchiness and danceability served up in 
equal doses! Contact; 6442 W. Pierner 
Pl., Milwaukee, WI 53223, USA. 


Shibuya On Air 

Special Beat 

Visionary Communications 

Without doubt THE live ska outfit over 
the last couple of years has been 
Special Beat, taking venues by storm 
across the States, Japan, Europe and the 
UK. And without doubt THE release that 
captures their unstoppable live show is 
this seventy minute video. Filmed in 
Tokyo last year, Shibuya On Air is a 
must for any fan of 2 tone music as it 
features 19 blistering versions of 
Specials and Beat classics. Both the 
sound and picture quality are excellent 
and as ever the band are in blazing 
form. Contact; PO Box 30, Lytham St. 
Annes, FY8 1RL. 


No Freedom (Vol. 2) 

Mr. Cranky 

Sta Pressed Music 

Yet another first-rate adventure in the 
weird and wonderful world of American 
ska is served up here by Boston's Mr. 
Cranky. The band manage to capture a 
real blood, sweat and tears atmosphere 
over five excellent tracks of authentic 
heave-hoe pattern brass-backed ska, but 
its vocalist Boots' deep dark throaty, 
delivery which really steals the show. 
Particularly impressive are the thought 
Provoking Fly My Flag and what has to be 
the most unusual and best cover version 
i've heard this year, when country meets 
ska on Johnny Cash's Ring Of Fire. 
Contact; The Ranch, 288 Norfolk St. 4th 
Floor, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA. 


Please Don't Fight 

Back To The Planet 

Parallel Records 

The Planets continue to dominate the 
British indie scene with a series of 
blistering gigs here, there and 
everywhere, and this first-rate Single 
successfully brings their whirlwind live 
show to a _ studio product. Thumping 
uptempo ska, indie and rock guitars 
collide head on with sweeping hammond 
Organ and the result is really rather 
enjoyable to be sure! Backed up by a 
solid uptempo dub outing called Manwoman 
2000 this release very much deserves its 
place on your stereo. Contact: PO Box 
106, London SE1l 36TOQ. 


Desorden Publico 

Desorden Publico 

CBS Records 

A really pleasant surprise this one and 
easy to see why its sold over 43,000 
copies in Venezuela alone. Actually 
released back in 1988 but as yet not 
available over here, this was the band's 
debut album and a very impressive affair 
it is too. Instantly likeable uptempo 
nineties ska is the order of the day and 
on the tracks Mal Aliento, Skapate and 
Esto Es Ska this could indeed be the 
Loafers or Riffs in action with a 
Spanish singer in tow, as a rinky dink 
organ spars with honking sax to great 
effect. Most impressive of all are the 
smooth blending of Jamaican and Latin 
guitar rhythms on the well crafted 
Enredos and a wild uptempo re-working of 
the Munsters' theme called Lili. 
Contact; Ingrid Dreissig, Aptdo. 66820, 
Caracas 1061-A, Venezuela. 


Dreamstealers 

Gary Clail/On-U Sound System 

Perfecto Records 

Clail follows up his excellent Emotional 
Hooligan album with an equally stunning 
new product. Over fourteen tracks of the 
On-U's trance-inducing blend of dub and 
dance styles, Clail hits home _ his 
comments on the injustices of today's 
society. Magical thought provoking stuff 
- play it very loud, very late and scare 
the shit out of your neighbours! 
Contact; PO Box 21, London W10 6XA. 
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One Original Step Beyond 

Various 

Castle Communications 

Twenty four classic cuts from the golden 
age of Jamaican music are featured here 
including the likes of Monkey Man, Al 
Capone, Too Hot, 007, Red Red Wine, One 
Step Beyond, Oh Carolina and Israelites. 
Nothing really that any self-respecting 
sixties ska fan wouldnt have already in 
their collection, but an important 
release nonetheless as its in the 
national charts and is therefore 


bringing some much needed attention to 
the scene. 


Out Of Nowhere 

Hepcat 

Moon Records 

Hepcat's long overdue debut album is 
finally with us and believe me it was 
certainly worth the wait! Out Of Nowhere 
not only confirms all the good rumours 
about Hepcat but also shows them to be 
the finest exponents of authentic ska in 
the world today bar none! All the 
ingrediants are _ here - velvet vocal 
harmonies, tighter than tight brass and 
rhythm sections and most importantly of 
all, in the shape of Dance Wid Me, The 
Secret, Hooligans and Skavez, superbly 
catchy tunes. Contact; Moon Records, PO 
Box 1412, NYC 10276, USA. 


1989 — 1992 

Dance Hall Crashers 

Moon Records 

Yet another quality release from the 
Moon Records' stable, a nineteen track 
CD that neatly chronicles the recording 
history of leading CA outfit, Dance Hall 
Crashers. From early demos and their 
brilliant debut LP through to the latest 
recordings, its all here showcasing 
DHC's unique blend of jumpy uptempo ska, 
twin female vocal harmonies and powerful 
brass. The most pleasing aspect about 
this release is the strength of the 
band's new material. Othello, Nuisance 
and North Pole all see DHC mixing a 
harder rock edge into their sound to 
great effect and it is these tracks that 
point to continued success for the band. 
Contact; Moon Records, PO Box 1412, 
Cooper Station, New York, NY 10276, USA. 


Give A Monkey A Brain.. 

Fishbone 

Columbia Records 

California's maddest inhabitants 
continue to both puzzle and delight with 
this their latest long playing offering. 
Once again the Fishbone game plan seems 
to be to hit the listener with as many 
different musical genres possible in the 
time given. The results are 
imaginatively chaotic and at times quite 
brilliant. Top marks go to the haywire 
punk/ska of Warmth Of Your Breath, the 
madcap metal of Drunk Skitzo and the 
superb straight ska of  Unyielding 
Conditioning (which in my books is their 
finest work to date). Contact; PO Box 
351444, Los Angeles, CA 90035, USA. 


Friend 

The Israelites 

Kingston Beat Music 

The sebutch - of -— Califorman bands 
currently doing the rounds seem to be 
pretty equally divided between the 
storming uptempo nineties ska merchants 
and the devotees of more laid-back 
sixties influences. The Israelites 
belong to the latter of these two groups 
and over this’ four track EP display a 
sound appreciation of authentic 
heave-hoe style ska. Solid toe-tapping 
stuff all around, coming across best on 
the bouncy infectious beat of Rejoice. 
Contact; PO Box 62, Sunland, CA 


91041-0062, USA. 


In The Mood For Ska 

Lord Tanamo With The Skatalites 

Trojan Records 

The contribution made by Tanamo to the 
development of Jamaican music has up to 
now seldom been fully appreciated or 
acknowledged. Not only did he play an 
integral part in the formation of The 
Skatalites, he was also one of the few 
artists to successfully integrate 
calypso and jazz into ska and reggae. 
This fifteen track release serves as a 
shining testament to both Tanamo and The 
Skatalites and is an essential purchase 
for any devotee of sixties Jamaican 
music. Contact; Twyman House, 31=39 
Camden Road, London NW1 9LF. 


You Dirty Old Man 

The Steptones 

Steptones Music 

Great to see some new blood coming 
through on the English — scene. The 
Steptones bounce their way out of 
Norwich to deliver seven enjoyable 
tracks of their own brand of nineties 
ska. Its certainly a solid debut from a 
band who have only been going for about 
six months. The fact that some of the 
material is a bit rough around the edges 
doesnt detract in any way, as the tape 
has a great blood sweat and tears live 
feel to it. Shades of early Madness 
shine through here and there, 
particularly on Fashion Victim = and 
Boring Day. Contact; 150 Dereham Road, 
Norwich, Norfolk, NR2 3AB. 


En Descomposicion 

Desorden Publico 

CBS Records 

Yet another highly impressive’ release 
from the depths of Venezuela, courtesy 
of the excellent Desorden Publ ico. 
Considerably more experimental than 
their self-titled debut LP, the tracks 
on offer here see the band mixing in 
more diverse musical styles around a 
uptempo ska foundation. The results are 
both entertaining and catchy. Pick of 
the litter for me were the uptempo skank 
of Skandalo — and the brass driven 
rap/funk fusion of Cursi. Contact; 
Ingrid Dreissig, Aptdo. ©6820, Caracas 
1061-A, Venezuela. 


All You Can Eat 

The Pietasters 

Slug Tone Records 

Yet another Yank band strutting their 
stuff in fine style, The Pietasters 
serve up twelve slices of exceedingly 
tasty uptempo nineties ska. A high level 
of musicianship is on display throughout 
and the material on offer varies from 
the thunderous stomp of Model Citizen to 
the equally impressive laid back 
reggae/ska of Pietaster. Bright and 
breezy throughout, on this form these 
boys and girl look to have a well rosy 
future ahead of them. Contact; 3323 
Wessynton Way, Alexandria, Virginia 
22309, “USA: 
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